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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting 

Held at the Old School, Englishcombe at 7:30pm, Monday 10 May 2010 

Present: Cllrs: Brian Huggett   Margot Gray (from Item 5)   

   Sue Barber Simon Adams 

   David Bland (from Item 7) Nicola Jefferies (from Item 4) 

   Vic Clarke (District Cllr) for early part of the meeting  

 Clerk:  Kathryn Manchee 

 In attendance: 3 parishioners 

1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Vic Clarke sent his apologies for only being able to attend for half 

an hour due to commitments to attend another meeting held on the same date. 

2. ELECTION OF OFFICERS.  Chairman stood down and Simon Adams took the chair to hear 

nominations for role of Chairman.  Cllr Huggett was proposed by Cllr Adams and seconded by Cllr 

Barber.  Approved. 

3. FORMAL DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE.  Cllr Huggett signed the declaration of 

acceptance of the office of Chairman witnessed by the Clerk. 

4. STANDING ORDERS.  Clerk asked if councillors wanted to amend the standing orders as per the 

changes recommended by the clerk covering prejudicial interest, timings of meetings and staff pay.  

It was proposed by Cllr Barber and seconded Cllr Huggett that we amend the standing orders in line 

with those suggested by the clerk.  Approved.  The amended standing orders to be signed by the 

Chairman at the next meeting. 

5. ESTABLISHMENT OF GRIEVANCE AND DISCIPLINARY SUB COMMITTEE.  As the council 

now has employees the clerk advised it was sensible to establish a grievance and a disciplinary 

committee in the interests of the council and its staff.  Therefore Proposed by Cllr Adams, Seconded 

by Cllr Barber that Cllr Bland, Cllr Jefferies and Cllr Scurlock form the Grievance Sub Committee and 

Cllr Adams, Cllr Gray and Cllr Barber form the Disciplinary Sub Committee. 

6. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR. The council proposed by Cllr Huggett, seconded Cllr 

Jefferies to reappoint Bill Davies.  Approved. 

7. PARISH SWEEPER’S CONTRACT.  It was proposed by Cllr Barber and seconded Cllr Jefferies to 

reappoint Ashley Lye.  Approved.  

As District Cllr Clarke had to leave the meeting early the Chair brought forward his report. 

16.  District Councillor’s Report.  Cllr Clarke reported that there were ongoing issues to ensure 

that Bathavon West got its share of the highways budget.  Cllr Clarke is now a trustee of the Avon 

Pension fund and will continue to be on the Scrutiny Panel for corporate resources.  Cllr Clarke said 

how much he had enjoyed the APM especially the RSPB talk.  Cllr Clarke will be speaking at the 

development committee meeting on the 12 May regarding the Inglescombe Farm and Fairhaven 

planning applications. 

8. PARISHIONERS MATTERS  

• Bill Davies reported that he had received very complimentary comments on the website. 
• Bill Davies reported that he is happy to speak at the development committee on May 12 if  

needed 

• Mr Jefferies asked if anything could be done about the lighting at the Park & Ride not being 
switched off.  Chair will talk to Peter Duppa Miller to ascertain how best to progress this issue. 

9. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr Huggett with reference to agenda item 12.1.  

10 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING – The minutes of the meetings held on 26 April 2010, having 

previously been circulated to all members, were proposed Cllr Barber, seconded Cllr Adams.  

Approved and signed by the Chairman. 

11.MATTERS ARISING None 

12 PLANNING 

12.1 Public Footpath BA11/1 Part Diversion Order 2010  As the council had responded to the 
original consultation the council felt there was no need to make further comments. 



10/9 

 

13. FINANCE 

13.1 Consider and approve payments 

Payments to ratify   

30 April 2010  Standing Order Clerk’s Salary April   £148.11 

30 April 2010  Standing Order Sweeping Ashley Lye April £193.82 

Cheques to approve 

10 May   Cheque 660  PCAA Subscription   £50 

Proposed by Cllr Jefferies, Seconded Cllr Gray.  Approved. 

12.2 Financial Report.  Last year’s full accounts and this year’s latest bank reconciliation and 

receipts and payments summary were circulated prior to the meeting.  The closing balance (to be 

carried forward to 2010-2011) is £4561.19 (note the opening balance was £4119.53).   Note this is 

different to the closing balance reported at the APM due to changes made following the internal audit.  

Overall receipts were up by 8% against budget with an increase in payments of 2% against budget.   

Receipts were up primarily because of agency fees and two years VAT recovery.  However receipts 

were near enough as forecast (£24 more than forecast).    There were variances in both underspend 

and overspend in payments against budget but overall other expenses were on budget.  Total staff 

expenses were £121 more than budgeted as budget for sweeper was set at less than he was paid in 

the previous year.  Current Position in Financial Year 2010-2011. After the payments to be approved 

at the meeting the balance of funds is £5886.24. 

14 HIGHWAYS, RIGHTS OF WAY AND ALLIED MATTERS 

14.1 Traffic Counts  Due to BANES restructuring this has been delayed. 

14.2 Restricted byway Haycombe to Wilmington.  Nothing to report 

14.3 Wilmington Lane.  Nothing to report 

15.  Parish Councils Airports Association 

Chair reported on letter sent by Blagdon council stating they are not happy with the PCAA.  However 

Chair believes that this is nit picking and will respond along these lines. 
17. Parish Plan  

Nothing further to report at the moment. 

18  Registration with Information Commissioner.   Clerk reported that following an item in the 

ALCA newsletter re an increase in Information Commissioner fees clerk checked whether we need to 

be registered for Data Protection.  However the council is exempt as we only process personal data 

for staff administration. 

19.Reports by Clerk/Councillors 

The Chairman reported on the new beat surgeries being held in various locations in Bathavon West 

including fortnightly ones in Englishcombe.  Clerk to obtain timetable of beat surgeries to display on 

the noticeboard and website. 

20.  CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS. 

20.1  Correspondence requiring action. None. 

20.2  Correspondence for note, all circulated to Cllrs: 

COUNCILLOR’S CIRCULATION LIST 2010/7   29 March 2010 

1 ALCA Newsletter March 2010 

2 CPRE Avonside Village of the Year Competition 

3 Community Action Rural Notes Newsletter March 2010 

4 Chief Superintendent Gary Davies Letter March 2010 

COUNCILLOR’S CIRCULATION LIST 2010/9   26 April 2010 

1 ALCA Newsletter April 2010 

2 Thank you letter from Peggy Dodd 

3 CPRE Fieldwork Newsletter April 2010 

4 Chief Superintendent Gary Davies Letter March 2010 

5 A Review of Secondary Schools in Bath Consultation Document 

 

Meeting closed at 8.16 p.m. Next meeting to be held on June 14 at the Old School, Englishcombe at 

7.30 pm 


